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Employment

Johns Hopkins University, School of Advanced International Studies


Assistant Professor, International Relations and European Studies (July 2017–)

Barnard College, Columbia University


Visiting Assistant Professor, International Relations (July 2016–June 2017)
Cornell University
Postdoctoral Fellow, Mario Einaudi Center for International Studies (2015–16; Faculty mentor: Peter Katzenstein)
Education
George Washington University


Ph.D. Department of Political Science (August 2015)
Dissertation: Fighting for Us, Inside and Out: National Identity Contestation and Foreign Policy in Turkey
Research Committee: Marc Lynch (Chair), Martha Finnemore, and Henry Hale (readers Nathan Brown and Sultan Tepe)
Fieldwork: 2012-14, based as Visiting Researcher at Bilkent University (Ankara)
Examination Fields: International Relations (major) and Comparative Politics

University of Kent (Brussels School of International Studies) 


M.A. International Relations (with Distinction)
Northwestern University

B.A.  German Language (Magna cum laude)
Academic Publications
2019. “Nothing to See Here, Volks: Obstacles to Turkish Rapprochement with Germany and Beyond,” forthcoming in Survival: Global Politics and Strategy, Vol. 61, No. 3.

2018. Identity Politics Inside Out: National Identity Contestation and Foreign Policy in Turkey (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2018).

*Selected by Foreign Policy Interrupted as one of the top foreign policy books of 2018

2017. “Review: The New Turkey and Its Discontents (Simon Waldman and Emre Çalışkan, Oxford University Press, 2017),” International Journal of Turkish Studies, Vol. 23, Nos. 1-2, 2017.

2016. “‘Take It Outside!’ National Identity Contestation in the Foreign Policy Arena,” European Journal of International Relations, Vol. 22, No. 2.
2016. “Opportunity Missed: Identities Alignment and Turkey’s Kurdish Question,” Project on Middle East Political Science Studies, Vol. 22.

2016. “Adding Insult to Injury: Vilification as Counter-Mobilization in Turkey’s Gezi Protests,” Project on Middle East Political Science Studies, Vol. 20.

2013.  “Us v. Them, Over and Over Again? National Identity Contestation in Turkey’s Stalled EU Bid,” Turkish Policy Quarterly, Vol. 12, No. 1.

2011. “Explaining Democratic Failure in the Post-Soviet Space,” The Washington Review of Turkish and Eurasian Affairs, December.

Works in Progress 
Fight Scenes: Reading State-Society Struggles through Pop Culture in Turkey (book proposal submitted to university presses).

“It’s MY Party… Holidays as Sites of Minority Identity Contestation in Repressive Regimes,” with Allison Quatrini, submitted to Nationalities Papers: The Journal of Nationalism and Ethnicity
“Toward Democracy and Back: Consolidation, Vilification, and Manipulation under Turkey’s AKP.” (Chapter submitted to When Democracy Breaks research collaboration, sponsored by Harvard University’s The Tobin Project. Expected product is an edited volume published by Harvard University Press and a book for case method instruction.)

“Georgia in His Mind: A Cognitive Approach to George W. Bush’s Support of Georgia in the August 2008 War.” (Presenting at Kissinger Center’s Research Workshop in April.)
“Populism and Foreign Policy: Identity Constraints of Turkey’s Right-Wing Parties.” (Presented at International Studies Association in March 2019, revising.)
“(Red) Lines at the Polls: Theorizing the Limits of Far-Right Parties’ Outreach and Appeal.” (Presented at American Political Science Association in Fall 2018, revising.)

“Pride, Prejudice, and Presidency: A Social Psychological Approach to Turkey’s Kurdish Question.” (Presented at Middle East Studies Association in Fall 2017, revising.)
Other Publications

2019. “Flipping the Scripts: Pop Culture as Alternative Subject and Data Source in MENA Politics,” APSA MENA Politics Newsletter, Vol. 2, No. 1.

2018. “Turkey’s Emerging Role in the Middle East,” Middle East Policy, 4 June 2018, with W. Robert Pearson, Gönül Tol, and Aaron Stein.

2018. “How a Hashtag and Memes Are Uniting Turkey’s Opposition,” The Washington Post (The Monkey Cage blog), 11 May.

2018. “Why Recep Erdogan Is Calling Turkish Students Terrorists,” The Washington Post (The Monkey Cage blog), 12 April.

2017. “A Series of Misperceptions: The Kurdish Referendum and Its Fallout,” International Peace Institute (Global Observatory), 19 December, with Katie Klain.

2017. “Hitting Erdogan where It Hurts, Not Where It Helps,” War on the Rocks, 3 November, with Blaise Misztal.

2017. “Words as Weapons in Turkey’s Foreign Policy,” presented at the Bipartisan Policy Center and published by Institut des Amériques, 12 October.
2017. “Global Support for Turkey Thrown into Further Question,” International Peace Institute (Global Observatory), 24 May, with Asya Sağnak.

2017. “Turkey’s President Erdogan Has Gone to Extremes to Win Sunday’s Referendum. Here’s Why,” The Washington Post (The Monkey Cage blog), 14 April, with Melina Dunham.

2017. “Burden or Boon? Turkey’s Tactical Treatment of the Syrian Refugee Crisis,” Refugees Adrift Series (Washington, DC: Middle East Institute, 2017), with Caroline Feehan.

2016. “Turkey’s Post-Putsch Purge,” The Boston Globe, 28 July 2016.

2016. “What’s Next for Fractured Turkey?” International Peace Institute (Global Observatory), 21 July.

2016. “The Dark Side of the Mobilization that Stopped Turkey’s Coup,” The Washington Post (The Monkey Cage blog), 21 July.

2016. “Mapping the Dynamics of Identity Contestation: Hybridization, Polarization, and Self-Marginalization,” Paper Series for Cornell University’s Einaudi Center for International Studies, 1 June.

2016. “The Real Refugee Crisis Is in the Middle East, Not Europe,” The Washington Post (The Monkey Cage blog), 14 May, with Rawan Arar and Kelsey Norman.

2015. “The Heinous Consequences of Turkey’s Polarization,” The Washington Post (The Monkey Cage blog), 15 October.

2014. “‘No Opposition, No Democracy’ in Turkey’s Elections,” The Washington Post (The Monkey Cage blog), 3 April.

2013. “The Might of the Pen(guin) in Turkey’s Protests,” Foreign Policy, 10 June.


*chosen by Foreign Policy as one of the best 2013 articles on the Middle East

2012. “Reading Turkish Politics from a Soap Opera,” Foreign Policy, 7 December.
Teaching Experience
Assistant Professor: Johns Hopkins University SAIS (2017–present)


*Psychology and Decision-Making in Foreign Policy (M.A. level)

*The Politics of Protest: Social Movements in Europe (M.A. level)


*Reading European Politics through Pop Culture (M.A. level)


*Comparative Politics (M.A. level)

Visiting Assistant Professor: Barnard College, Columbia University (2016–17)


*Psychology and Decision-Making in Foreign Policy (B.A. level)


*Politics of the Middle East and North Africa (B.A. level)


*Social Movements across Space and Time (B.A. level)
`
*Problems in International Politics: International Security (B.A. level)

*Political Violence and Terrorism (B.A. level)
Postdoctoral Lecturer: Cornell University (Spring 2016)

*Turkey and the Middle East (B.A level)

*Ottoman History and Imperial Legacies (B.A. level)

Teaching Assistant: George Washington University (2008–13)

*Introduction to Comparative Politics (B.A. level; 4 semesters)
*International Relations Theory (M.A. level; 3 semesters)
*The Middle East: An International Affairs Survey (B.A. level)
Lecturer: University of Kent’s Brussels School of International Studies (Spring 2008) 


*The State, Nationalism, and Identity (M.A. level)

Lecturer: Vesalius College (Spring 2008)


*International Relations Theory (B.A. level) 

Teaching Assistant: University of Kent’s BSIS (2006–07)

*International Relations Theory (M.A. level, 2 semesters)

Academic Awards, Grants, and Positions
*Top 10 book of foreign policy of 2018 by Foreign Policy, Interrupted (Winter 2018)

*Visiting Research Fellow, Bilkent University in Ankara (Summer 2017)

*Cornell University’s Mario Einaudi Center Postdoctoral Fellowship (2015–16)

*Dissertation Grant, American Consortium on European Union Studies (2014)

*Dissertation Writing Grant, The Institute of Turkish Studies (2014–15)

*Travel and Research Grant, The Project on Middle East Political Science (2014)

*International Studies Association Travel Grant (2014)
*Doctoral Fellow, Institute for European, Russian and Eurasian Studies (2010–14)
*Visiting Research Fellow, Bilkent University in Ankara (2012-2013 and Summer 2014)

*Two Hoffman Full-Semester Dissertation Fellowships (Fall 2012, Spring 2013)
*Two U.S. State Department Critical Language Scholarships (Ankara 2012, Bursa 2011)
*Critical Language Scholarship Alumni Development Grant (2012)
*Fieldwork Grant, The Institute of Middle East Studies (2010)
*Davis and Isham Language Study Fellowship (2010)

*Selective Excellence Graduate Teaching Assistantship, GWU (2008–2013)

Conference Presentations

2019. International Studies Association. “Fight Scenes: Reading State-Society Struggles through Pop Culture in Turkey”; “Red Lines in Foreign Policy: The Identity Politics of Turkey’s Nationalist Action Party.”
2018. Middle East Studies Association. “Red Lines in Domestic and Foreign Policy: The Identity Politics of Turkey’s Nationalist Action Party.”

2018. American Political Science Association. “(Red) Lines at the Polls: Theorizing the Limits of Far-Right Parties’ Outreach and Appeal.”

2018. SAIS European and Eurasian Studies David Calleo Workshop. “Explaining the Deterioration in Turkish-German Relations: More Politics, Less Culture.”

2018. DC Area Comparative Politics Workshop. “Bread, Circus, and Subversion: A Framework for Reading Politics through Pop Culture.”

2017. Middle East Studies Association. “Pride, Prejudice, and Presidency: A Social Identity Theory Approach on Turkey’s Kurdish Question.”

2017. International Studies Association. “NIMBYism and the Psychology of EU Migration Deterrence.”

2016. Middle East Studies Association. “Beyond Sticks and Stones: Humor and Insult in Protest Escalation Dynamics.” 

2016. American Political Science Association. “It’s MY Party! Holidays as Sites of Minority Contestation in Repressive Regimes” (with Allison Quatrini).

2016. University of Oxford’s Middle East Centre and POMEPS. “Adding Insult to Injury: Vilification as Counter-Mobilization Strategy in Turkey’s Gezi Protests.”
2016. International Studies Association. Chair and Discussant on “A Bottom-Up Perspective on the ‘Democratic Opening’ in Turkey: Understanding the Alevi and Kurdish Openings of the Justice and Development Party Government.”
2016. International Studies Association. “Leader of the Pack? Identity Politics in the Foreign Policy Trajectories of Regional Powers.”
2016. International Studies Association, “Mapping the Dynamics of Nonviolent Identity Politics: Hybridization, Polarization, and Self-Marginalization.”
2015. International Studies Association. “An EU Path to Ottoman Islamism: Theorizing the Identity-Foreign Policy Link under Turkey’s AKP.” 
2014. American Political Science Association. “Take It Outside! National Identity Contestation in Foreign Policy.” 
2014. Association for the Study of Nationalities. “Brothers in Name Only? Contestation of Pan-Turkism in Turkey’s Domestic Politics and Foreign Policy.” 
2014. International Studies Association. “Who We Are in What We Do: Identity and Place in Turkey’s Foreign Policy.”
2011. Midwest Political Science Association. “Us v. Them, Over and Over Again? National Identity Contestation in Turkey’s EU Stalemate.” 
2010. International Studies Association. “Sovereignty (Partially) Constructed: Who’s Responsible Now? Kosovo in Theory and Practice.” 
Selected Invited Talks
U.S. State Department


*Book Talk: “Identity Politics Inside Out” (Spring 2019)

Syracuse University


*Book Talk: “Identity Politics Inside Out” (Spring 2019)
George Washington University


*Book Talk: “Identity Politics Inside Out” (Spring 2019)
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill


*Erdoğan’s Turkey in the Balkans: A Rival of the West? (Spring 2019)
Georgetown University


*Book Talk: “Identity Politics Inside Out” (Spring 2019)

Columbia University


*Keynote speech at “Turkey Today” graduate student conference (Spring 2019)

Darien Community Association 

*“From Atatürk’s Republic to Erdoğan’s New Turkey” (Spring 2019)

SAIS Faculty Research Forum


*Book Talk: “Identity Politics Inside Out” (Fall 2018)

SAIS MAGP Faculty Spotlight on the Hill

*“Turkey after the Elections” (Summer 2018)
Profs and Pints


*“Turkish Politics, US Trouble” (Spring 2018)

University of Illinois


*“Future of Democracy in Turkey” (Spring 2018)
SAIS Middle East Studies Program


*“From Cooking Show to Football Foes: Politics and Pop Culture in Turkey (Fall 2017)

Network 20/20: Global Perspectives in Foreign Policy 


*“Challenges in the US-Turkey Relationship” (Fall 2017)

Georgetown University


*Panelist on “Migration in the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey” (Spring 2017)

Barnard College Alumnae Club of Chicago 


*”Democratic Backsliding and Foreign Policy Crises in Turkey” (Spring 2017)

Columbia University


*“Post-referendum Breakdown: The Future of Turkey’s Kurdish Question” (Spring 2017)
Cornell University


*“Kurds in Turkey: Case Study of Democracy under Threat” (Spring 2017)
US Government


*“From Reform to Referendum: Turkey’s Strategic Use of Its EU Trajectory” (Spring 2017)
Project on Middle East Political Science


*“Cultural Contestation in the Middle East: A Turkey Perspective” (Spring 2017)

Network 20/20: Global Perspectives in Foreign Policy 


*“Power and Presidency in Turkey’s Post-Putsch Era” (Fall 2016)
Cornell University


*Panelist on “Refugees, Internally Displaced Persons and Asylum Seekers in Long-Term Global 
Crises” (Spring 2016)

Judith Reppy Institute for Peace and Conflict Studies


*“Ottoman Islamism and Erdoğan’s ‘New Turkey’: From Arab Street Hero to Foreign Policy 
Zero” (Spring 2016)

Cornell University 

*“Talking Turkey: Between Democracy and Autocracy” (Spring 2016)
Judith Reppy Institute for Peace and Conflict Studies


*Panelist on Turkey-PKK-ISIS Relations (Fall 2015)
Cornell International Affairs Review 


*Panelist on EU refugee crisis (Fall 2015)

Cornell University Law School


*Moderator and Discussant on Syrian refugee crisis (Fall 2015)

Cornell Turkish Student Association


*Keynote Speech on Reflections on Turkey’s 92nd Republic Day (Fall 2015)

Northwestern University’s Buffet Institute for Global Studies 
*Discussant on Interdisciplinary Approaches to Turkish Studies (Fall 2014)
Georgetown University’s Institute of Turkish Studies 

*“Turkey Unveiled: Domestic and International Politics of the AKP” (Fall 2013)
Bilkent University 

*Creative Survey Methods: Getting the Data You Need (Spring 2013)
George Washington University 


*Middle East Conflicts from a Turkish Perspective (Spring 2012)
George Washington University 


*Nationalism: State-Maker or State-Breaker? (Fall and Spring 2009, Spring 2010)
Academic Service

Peer Reviewer: International Organization, International Studies Quarterly, European Journal of International Relations, Government and Opposition, Cambridge Review of International Affairs, British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, Journal of Balkan and Near Eastern Studies, Foreign Policy Analysis, Oxford Encyclopedia of Foreign Policy; Cambridge University Press
Editorial Board Member: Turkish Policy Quarterly, APSA Comparative Politics Newsletter Board (2018-19), APSA MENA Politics Newsletter Board (2019-20)
Languages
Turkish (fluent), French (advanced), Spanish (advanced), German (intermediate)
